Effect of hydroxyzine on morphine analgesia for the treatment of postoperative pain.
In a double-blind, single-dose study hydroxyzine combined with morphine was administered intramuscularly to postoperative patients to determine the efficacy of this combination in the relief of postoperative pain, and to compare its effect to that produced by morphine alone. Eighty-two patients received morphine (5 or 10 mg) with or without hydroxyzine (100 mg). Analgesia was measured by a method quantifying the subjective responses of patients when questioned about pain. Analgesia obtained when 10 mg of morphine was combined with 100 mg of hydroxyzine was significantly superior to that obtained with morphine alone. Drowsiness was significantly more frequent when 10 mg of morphine was combined with 100 mg of hydroxyzine than with morphine alone.